
Welcome to the first edition of the Interbay Inform 
which will keep you in the loop about the fantastic 
things happening in Interbay and exciting changes 
coming down the road. Each edition will feature 
stories on the interesting businesses and people 
who work in Interbay, and how they make this 
such a unique neighborhood. 

Most people associate our area of Interbay by 
what they see from Dravus Street. This link be-
tween Queen Anne and Magnolia runs through the 
heart of Interbay and offers a variety of popular 
cafes and services at Pandasia, Red Mill Burgers 
and Pagliacci. Starbucks is perfectly situated for our 
neighbors to grab a latte on their way to work, and 
QFC is the magnet for shoppers throughout the 
area to load up on groceries. 

Interbay has an intriguing identity when you take 
a turn on 16th West or 17th W. On those back 
streets are musical instrument builders, cabinet 
makers, software designers, door builders and one 
of the largest distributors in the country for pizza 
paddles and cutting boards. Students from SPU take 
on colleges from around the Washington state to 

win the title in soccer, and softball players book our 
baseball fields months in advance. Quest Church 
is the spiritual anchor of the community, and  
Qcafe attracts young and old to hear music  
from local musicians. 

Soon, there will be new apartments and locally 
owned boutique shops and cafes. Interbay will be a 
model of a green urban village because it has it all 
– several direct bus lines north and south, places to 
shop within walking distance, and places to play 
and hang out.

Builders, designers and manufacturers will continue 
to ply their trade and stay rooted in the foundation 
of what Interbay will become. 

We want to hear from you, the person who 
shops, visits and lives around Interbay to get your 
perspective of the past, present and future of this 
evolving neighborhood.

Thanks for reading, and we hope to see you 
checking-out the new Interbay as it continues 
to turn the corner.

Bruce Wynn
Executive Director, INA
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One of the hidden gems of Interbay is up 16th 
Avenue West, in a modern three-story building. 
Behind those walls is Dusty Strings, a 30 year-old 
business that produces harps and hammer dulci-
mers which are sold to musicians around the world. 
It all began out of Ray and Sue Mooers home in 
1979, then expanded into what is now their retail 
shop in Fremont in 1981, and since 2002, their new 
Interbay production facility. 

After a five year search for a building site they 
settled on Interbay which allowed them to expand 
as needed and keep their business close to where 
the staff lives. 

Dusty Strings began with two entrepreneurs and 
now employs 30 technicians in Interbay, and 10 at 
the retail store in Fremont. Dusty Strings produces 
an average of 30 harps and hammer dulcimers a day. 
Each instrument begins with the delivery of raw 
wood. Walnut, maple and bubinga (a rare wood 
from Africa) are ideal for harps and hammer 

dulcimers. Walnut produces a warm lush tone; maple 
creates a clear and articulate tone; and bubinga 
results in a high end harp that has an exceptional 
tone and a strawberry red exotic color. Once the 
wood arrives in Interbay it goes through three 
stages – mill work, assembly and finishing, which 
includes tuning the strings as the wood settles (see 
side story).

Every piece of hardware down to the nylon strings 
are produced here at their Interbay facility. With 
80% of their business in the US, and 20% in coun-
tries from Japan to the U.K., the company continues 
to thrive.

Interbay is a richer community due to Dusty Strings 
and we encourage you to check out their store in 
Fremont. When you walk in the door, look up and 
you will see (and hear) the first instrument they 
built back in 1979.

Dusty Strings
Manufacturing Harps and Dulcimers in the Heart of Interbay

Ray and Susan Mooers in their Interbay production facility

Capturing the 
Perfect Tone at 
Dusty Strings

Before a harp leaves the Dusty 
Strings production facility it needs 
to get past Brian Sterkovsky, who 
works as a harp technician. He uses 
his ears and tuner to make sure that 
the pitch of each harp is right on. 
 
After the wood and parts are 
assembled and the hardware 
consisting of tuning pins and levers 
are added, Brian strings the harp 
up. Over the course of a week the 
wood and strings will stretch and 
expand. At the end of each week, an 
electronic tuner will get the 
relative pitch. 

From there, Brian works the harp to 
make sure the strings are stabilized, 
that each lever rests on each string 
and produces a perfect C#, that 
there is no buzzing or unwanted 
sound, and that each string is tight.

Brian says, “Before the instrument 
leaves Interbay it is inspected from 
head to foot.” After eight years at 
Dusty Strings, Brian continues to 
enjoy the positive attitude and 
efficiency of the production team.
“Everyone here is responsible for 
each other and we all have a stake 
in the outcome of the quality of 
each instrument.”   
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There is a piece of land at the corner of Bertona 
and 17th West that is about to add a new  
exciting focal point to Interbay. To identify what  
that is you have to dig down into the ‘nitty gritty’  
of what Interbay is and can be. 

The three-story Nitty Gritty building is planned to 
bring together an exceptionally diverse group of 
tenants and uses, including office, industrial, R&D 
labs, retail, restaurants, and all the other ingredients 
of a vibrant neighborhood. It will be a place with 
a sense of community pride and indigenous urban 
spice—the first of its kind and a pioneering example 
of how seemingly different uses can successfully and 
enthusiastically mix and mingle in one building.  
Nitty Gritty will have at its core a space that is 
being called the Uncommons. It’s a different kind 
of place, definitely part of the building but belong-
ing first and foremost to the community. The entire 
building was designed around the idea of preserving 
public space, so the Uncommons was maintained 
through all iterations of planning and development. 
Open to everyone, it erases the boundary between 
the outside and inside of the building.  

Rather than the typical building, which requires  
the pedestrian to go through doors to enter, the  
Nitty Gritty building is designed with an open  
passageway going east and west leading to the  
interior of the building.  

The Nitty Gritty on Interbay

Design the 
Interior of  Your 
Home with the 
Industries of 
Interbay

Did you know that there are 
nationally recognized manufacturers 
and suppliers in Interbay? 

Kerf Design builds cabinets for 
apartments and homes from Seattle 
to New York. 

Read Products produces cutting 
boards and cabinet tops for pizza 
parlors and cooks around the world. 

Washington Hardwoods special-
izes in doors and frames.

Keller Supplies will outfit your 
kitchen and bathrooms with top of 
the line faucets and hardware. 

Go to www.our-interbay.org and 
learn more about these excellent 
craftspeople in our neighborhood.  

photo?  
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Ground will be broken when all the city’s permits 
are in place. Jeff Thompson of The Freehold Group 
which will be developing the site says, “The dream 
we have for the neighborhood is the integration of 
all aspects of the Interbay community. The inspira-
tion of the Nitty Gritty building is built upon the 
environments universities create with their central 
hubs — separate, different and distinct elements or 
uses in a high-pedestrian traffic area with people 
being productive within specific environments. These 
hubs are also productive in the ways they help 
people engage with other people on the streets. You 
wind-up with a collective community experience.”  

Nitty Gritty also incorporates sustainable features  
designed to reduce its environmental impact by  
lowering overall operating costs and energy con-
sumption for every tenant. A 16,000-square-foot 
urban roof garden will provide enough room to pro-
duce fresh herbs and vegetables for the restaurants 
at the street level and where cafés will spill into the 
public realm. Inside, natural light from huge windows 
and skylights will minimize the need for artificial  
illumination. Outside, additional street lighting, park-
ing, landscaping and sidewalks will be respectful of 
what is already in place, and add value to the future 
of the Interbay neighborhood. This building, planned 
for LEED-certified Silver certification, is unique, 
quirky, lively and efficient . . . it’s all Nitty Gritty.

Illustration: Anita H. Lehmann, 2008



On the Streets of Interbay

The Interbay Neighborhood 
Association (INA) was formed in  
January 2005 by a group of business  
and property owners, for the 
purpose of exploring and encourag-
ing thoughtful development of the 
Interbay neighborhood. The group 
has worked with Hewitt Architects 
to develop the Interbay Pilot Project 
through a Master Plan Concept. 

The plan will preserve and enhance 
existing industrial properties, but 
also create a pedestrian-friendly res-
idential village. The plan will pave the 
way for growth on neighborhood-
style businesses, improved access to 
community parks, a variety of transit 
options and the creation of a safe, 
vital residential area. In the process, 
it would create a hospitable  
commercial intersection for the 
thousands of Magnolia and Queen 
Anne residents who pass through 
on a daily basis.

3401 Thorndyke Ave. W.
Suite 113
Seattle, WA  98119
Phone: 206-920-8715

Email:
brucewynn@our-interbay.org

We’re on the web
www.our-interbay.org

“I would like to see Interbay become more 

 pedestrian friendly and aesthetically pleasing, 

 but keep some of the nitty gritty intact.”

 Kelly Overly
 Interbay Resident & Land Owner

“It would be great if Interbay had more 

 excitement and a vibrant culture.”

 Eric Nicolyson
 Qcafe Barista

“Affordable housing and safety is important 

 because this could be a great family 

 environment.”

 Michael Schmeltzer
 Magnolia Resident

“Try to make the neighborhood more 

 welcoming and more of a destination 

 rather than something you pass through.”

 Eva Thomson
 Queen Anne Resident

“Clean it up and make it more livable. It’s an 

 opportunity to create a diverse community 

 that already has the foundation in place.”

 Cole Thompson
 Interbay Resident

Interbay
Neighborhood
Association
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